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INTRODUCTION 

Hi, I’m Clara-Augusta. I went abroad during my Communication Design & Media Top-up on KEA for 
the spring semester 2020, at Hanyang University Erica. I chose to go to (South) Korea mainly 
because of its culture, but I also felt like going as far away as possible now that I had the chance to 
experience something very different from Denmark and Europe. Unfortunately, the world was 
facing a pandemic, and as I was leaving Denmark in late February, Korea was COVID19-
outbreaking towards one of the worst affected countries in the world. 

As you might have guessed already, not many things turned out as I expected during my trip. 
Luckily the Korean government and health care system was very effective in handling the virus, 
and I quickly got used to always wearing a mask and doing temperature checks before entering 
stores, bares, cafes, etc. 
Due to the virus, many exchange students either chose themselves or were told to cancel their 
exchange programs, and hurry back to their home countries. After all, I think we were 
approximately 25 exchange students who chose to stay anyway and go through with our 
semesters. 

Even though this exchange experience (hopefully) was an exception due to the pandemic, I hope 
you’ll find some parts helpful.



 EXPERIENCES AT THE HOST UNIVERSITY 

THE CAMPUS GROUND AND DORMITORIES
The Hanyang University Erica is a huge campus with convenience stores and a few café and food 
opportunities, and you’ll see some people actually driving on bikes and scooters to get around. The 
dormitories which are provided by the school, are divided by gender and you’ll most likely be 
sharing a room with another exchange student.

Before going I had already decided not to stay at the campus dormitories, as I wanted to stay in 
Seoul (approximately 1,5 hours from Ansan, where the campus is located) and experience the city 
during my stay. In the end, I didn’t have to think about going back and forth to school every day 
since all classes were all online, so I was really happy with my decision. Even though it’s pretty 
convenient to go back and forth with both subway and bus, I think I would’ve been tired of the time-
consuming transportation if the courses were running as normal. 

COURSES
During my semester at Hanyang University Erica, all courses were taught online. As mentioned 
previously, Covid19 was taking over the country just as the semester was to start, so everything 
was pretty chaotic, especially in the beginning. Op top of this, the whole semester was postponed, 
which gave me a few weeks of unexpected free-time when I arrived. Unfortunately, we never got to 
attend physical classes on the campus, and the exams were held mainly as written assignments or 
multiple-choice tests through the Blackboard platform (corresponding to KEA’s Fronter). The 
university was very concerned about the virus and implemented a lot of initiatives to support the 
students and prevent further spread of the virus.
I attended the following courses on Hanyang University Erica during the spring semester:

Be prepared that most Korean professors don’t speak very well English even though they teach 
international courses. I'm sure it will be easy for you to go along. The course Creative Design for 
Interdisciplinary Computing Technology  (Appendix 1) was even mainly taught in Korean, and 
its curriculum is (surprisingly) “spread out” over two semesters because you have to choose a track 
for the second semester. This means that we only had (Korean) introductions to the different tracks 
within the course in my semester. Although the content seemed interesting, I wouldn’t recommend 
this course to any exchange students except those who speak Korean and stay for more than one 
semester. 



Other than that, I was mainly happy with my courses despite online teaching. I especially learned a 
lot from The Public Opinion & Trends class  (Appendix 2), which is taught by a great American 
professor, Tom Hove. 
Also, the Visual Communication class  (Appendix 3) was really good. Even though our Korean 
professor, Jowon Park, didn’t speak English that well, he managed to make the classes very 
interesting and educational. 

The  History of Design  class  (Appendix 4)  was very theoretical and mainly focussed on art 
movements throughout history. Very exciting topics if you ask me, but I wasn’t really happy with our 
teacher who handled the online teaching quite inchoate and arrogant. She didn't use the 
Blackboard platform and kind of made up her own exam formats, which were very unprofessional 
and difficult to follow. I'm sure this course is way better as a normal "offline" course. 

On top of these courses I attended a “Survival Korean” course  (screenshot of our class on the 
front-page)  and Taekwondo. I did both of these courses for my own sake, to get a better 
understanding of the Korean culture, and they didn’t count as a part of my KEA curriculum.

I can strongly recommend you to do the Survival Korean (Appendix 5) as it is a great chance to 
get a hold of the language while you’re here. Unfortunately,  Taekwondo  (Appendix 6)  was 
somewhat inadequate because of the online teaching, but the instructor, Hye-soo Cho, seemed 
really nice and proficient, and I heard that he used to be the coach of the Korean Olympic 
Taekwondo team. 

All in all, I wouldn’t say that studying at Hanyang University is neither more time-consuming nor 
more difficult than what we’re used to from KEA, and you’ll have plenty of time to do other things 
while you’re abroad. If you would like to know more about the specific courses I attended, you can 
find more detailed class syllables in the appendices. 



SOCIAL AND CULTURAL EXPERIENCES 

STAYING AND SOCIALIZING IN SEOUL 
My decision about staying that far from Ansan also meant that I didn’t get to spend that much time 
with the other exchange students, but they usually come to Seoul at the weekends for going out 
and having a good time. Despite the distance, I easily became good friends with exchange 
students, and I imagine that it will be even easier if you live in the dormitories, and when classes 
go back to normal. You’ll also meet a lot of people when you go out, and it is surprisingly easy to 
meet and befriend both Koreans and other exchange students from different universities when you 
go out. The locals are in general very friendly and welcoming, so don’t worry about asking for help 
and meeting people. 

I also got to know three interns from the Danish embassy through a meeting I had there. The 
embassy provides an “intern apartment” in Itaewon where the interns live together, and I spent a lot 
of time with them during my time here. 

Seoul has a lot of exciting neighborhoods, and you’ll quickly discover that students mainly go to 
Hongdae or Itaewon, which are two of the city’s most buzzing areas. 
Hongdae is the university district and “the cheaper area” of Seoul. With a lot of bars, nightclubs, 
cheap shopping, and cafés its crowd is a bit younger, mainly students in their early 20s. 

Itaewon is the “foreign” district of Seoul where local Koreans live along with expats and exchange 
students. I lived in Itaewon for most of my time in Seoul, and its central location makes it easy to 
go nearly anywhere in the city. This area has a bit older crowd with people in their middle-late 20s, 
and its also packed with bars, nightclubs, cute cafes, and good shopping. 



A BRIEF BUCKETLIST 
Because of Covid19, almost all culture-, sport-, and entertainment facilities were unfortunately 
closed during my stay (museums, nightclubs, fitness centers, sport clubs, etc). But there were still 
a few things I got to do which I would recommend. 

 

1. Go to Jeju Island! It is an amazingly beautiful island with incredible beaches, waterfalls, and 
UNESCO world heritage sights. I recommend that you spent at least 3 whole days there.  
 
  

2. Visit Korea's second-biggest city Busan, which unlike Seoul is located by the ocean.  
 

3. Hike the beautiful Bukhansan, Seoul’s highest mountain. 
 

4. Visit the markets; Especially Namdaemun, Gwangjang, and Noryangjin fish market.   
 

5. Eat out on lots of Korean BBQs! And don’t worry; you’ll quickly pick up “how to eat” when 
you go there.  
 

6. Enjoy the incredible view over Seoul from the Namsan Tower or the Lotte Tower.  

7. Try going on a Temple-Stay on one of Koreas's many ancient temples. 

8. Take a day or weekend trip to the seaside in Sokcho (also good for surfing), and/or visit the 
beautiful Wondaeri Birch Forest on your way. If you rent a car from "Lotte Car Rental” it’s 
only around 350 DKK for 24 hours rental, and you can pick it up near the Seoul station.  

9. Visit the DMZ and JSA zones at the North Korean border (Sadly I didn’t get the change due 
to Covid19).  

10. Check out museums, temples, and last but not least the karaoke bars (Noraebangs in 
Korean).  



PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES 

I recommend you to go to Tranquebar Bookstore at Borgergade in downtown CPH. From what I 
know, they have the biggest selection of books about Korea and Seoul. I also bought a few travel, 
and city guides while I was here. If you’re interested in reading some fiction I recommend you to 
read Han Kang, an acknowledged Korean writer. I applied for 5 different grants and ended up 
getting both The Nordea Fonden grant and Knud Højgaard grant which I’ve been really happy for. 
You’ll need to spend some money on travel insurance, vaccines, deposit/prepaid housing, and 
flight tickets before you leave, so recommend that you either start saving up as soon as possible 
or/and apply for some grants. If you want to apply, be sure to make a detailed budget plan. You can 
refer to mine, which I put in Appendix 7. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
As mentioned earlier, I choose to stay “by myself” In Seoul, which is somewhere between 1-2 
hours away from the campus grounds in Ansan, depending on whether you go with cab, bus, or 
subway. The transportation back and forth is pretty convenient, however, an odd thing for a capital 
like Seoul with almost 10 million inhabitants, is that public transportation doesn’t run between 
midnight and 5 in the morning. If you somehow need to move around during the night, taxies are 
pretty much your only option. Luckily they’re way cheaper than in Denmark!
Public transportation is very cheap in Korea, and make sure to buy a T-money card when you 
arrive. It is simply just Korea's answer to the Danish “Rejsekort”. You can easily buy them, and 
reload them in any convenience store, and in the automats on the subway stations. 
 After a few weeks, you’ll receive your student card which can also function as a T-money card. 

WIFI ACCESS 
If you prefer, the university provides a few different sim card options for fair prices when the 
semester starts. In some cases, it will be convenient to have a Korean phone number, and a sim 
card also gives constant access to the internet. However, I never got any sim card since you can 
access public wifi pretty much everywhere in the cities, even the busses each have their own free 
wifi! All bars, cafes, and restaurants also provide wifi, so sim card is not a “must" if you ask me.



STAYING
For my first week, I rented a room through Airbnb in Ansan with a nice Korean family. I thought it 
would be nice to start the semester a bit closer to the University, but since it was postponed I 
quickly found a new room in Seoul.
I got along just fine by renting different “long term” rooms on Airbnb throughout my semester, and 
my hosts were always really helpful, welcoming, and friendly. There are also a lot of Facebook 
groups where you can find accommodation if you don’t want to stay at the dormitories on campus. 
 

COST OF LIVING
Korea is actually not very much cheaper than Denmark. Small local eateries are the cheapest 
option if you want to go out for dinner. But especially groceries are usually the same price level as 
in Denmark, if not a bit more expensive. You probably should be able to get along with your SU, 
but if you want do some shopping, like to go out, and/or want to travel around I recommend that 
you bring some more money! If you ask me, it’s a shame to live too frugal when you travel like this. 
Here are some average prices to give you a perspective: 
• Cappuccino: 5.500 KRW (30 DKK ish) 
• Beers: 4.000-8.000 KRW (25-45 DKK ish)
• Cocktails: 8.000-14.000 KRW (45-90 DKK ish)
• Korean BBQ dinner: 14.000-20.000 KRW (80-110 DKK ish)
• Subway fares: 1.200-2.500 KRW (7-14 DKK ish) 
• Taxi from Ansan to Seoul: 40.000 KRW (220 DKK ish) 

APPS TO DOWNLOAD
• NaverMaps: Good for looking up journeys, addresses, and directions.
• KakaoTalk: Korea’s main communication platform, used everywhere by everyone.
• Papago: The most accurate translation-app, and phrasebook.
• Subway Korea: A live overview of Seoul’s Subways. 
• Valuta+: An often convenient and offline working app that allows you to convert currencies.
• Shuttle: A convenient app if you once in a while get tired of going out and wanna order 

some take out food. 



CONCLUSION

All in all, it has been an amazing experience. Korea is truly a beautiful, interesting, and 
great country, and I will definitely come back when the world is somewhat back to 
"normal". Regardless of my overall good experience, of course, there were a lot of things I 
sadly didn't get to do due to Covid19. For periods the city would be in a state of lockdown 
and the normally crowded streets have been almost empty of people throughout my stay. 
On the other hand, Covid19 made it less hectic to go around and explore nature, and other 
things that were actually open because we were the only “tourists” still staying in the 
country. 
School-wise, to be honest, I didn’t give it much attention but ended up with fine grades 
anyway. Of course, it depends on your courses and expectations towards yourself, but 
overall it isn’t very grueling. You will have plenty of time to enjoy and experience on the 
side. Now that every lecture was taught online and everything was so unclear due to the 
Covid19-chaos, it occurred to me that Hanyang University is a huge institution, which 
made it kind of difficult for me as an exchange student to overcome all its offers and 
possibilities. Also, be prepared that you won’t get the same feedback from professors as 
we’re used to at KEA. Out of all the assignments I did, I only got comments/written 
feedback from one or two of them.

During my four months, and a few weeks’ stay, the country, the university, and basically 
everything else was in an unusual state, which hopefully won’t affect your trip quite as 
much as it affected mine. However, I hope you’ll find some of this information useful, and 
enjoy your semester abroad. I’m definitely going back to Korea as soon as I get the 
chance. 

Please be welcome to contact me if you have any questions or so. 

Clara-Augusta S. 

Communication Design & Media 
Spring 2020 



APPENDICES

Class Descriptions 

Appendix 1:
Creative Design for Interdisciplinary Computing Technology 



Appendix 1 continued…  



 Appendix 1 continued…  



Appendix 2:
Public Opinion & Trends 



Appendix 2 continued… 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Appendix 3:
Visual Communication 



Appendix 3 continued… 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Appendix 4:
History of Design  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Appendix 5:
Survival Korean  



Appendix 6:
Taekwondo  



Appendix 7:
Budget plan for grant application 
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